
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

             Elkhart Christian Church 
 
 
  

October 2010 
Pastoral Thoughts—Total Forgiveness 

 
  A minister tells a story that she gave me permission to re-tell.  
Some years ago, she was a professor.  One of the administrators was 
a person whose life was filled with anger, and whenever they were in 
meetings, she felt much of it coming in her direction.  She never could 
figure out why. 
 But one day, after a good deal of time trying to shrink away 
from this anger, she found it was causing her physical pain.  That can 
happen, even though most of us would have a hard time seeing that 
in our own lives.  She went home and had an imaginary conversation 
with that administrator—a conversation in her own mind—in which 
she told the man that she didn’t understand the depth of his anger, or 
why so much of it had come her way—but she wasn’t going to take it 
any more.  She was going to send it back to him—as love.  She says 
she herself was rather angry when she said these things; it didn’t feel 
like a kind thing to think, or to say.  At least, not at the time. 
 Soon after that, she ended up doing things other than teaching 
at that college.  She never had the actual conversation with the actual 
person.  But two years later, she ran into a former student, who 
recognized her.  He asked if she remembered that administrator.  Did 
she remember what an angry man he seemed to be?  Well, strange 
thing.  About two years ago, he had a deep spiritual experience of 
some kind, and went around apologizing to everyone in his life.  He 
became a different person. 
 I don’t know what she said to the former student, but to God, 
she said, “And I don’t even get to take credit!” 
 What do you suppose total forgiveness might end up doing in 
your own life, if you tried it? 
      Blessings, 
      Anne 
 
 



Come and Worship 
Chancel Choir:  8:00 am - September through May 
Sunday School:  1st Sunday after Labor Day until last Sunday before 

Memorial Day 
Gathering:  9:15 am-Sunday School Classes:9:30 am 
Worship Service   10:30 am 
Handchime Rehearsal:  4:00 pm – September through May 
Men’s Breakfast: 2nd Sunday of the month-Sept. through June: 7:30 am 
Fellowship: Immediately after worship 
 

Worship Attendance and Offering 

  Att.                 Offering                S.S. Offering 
8/22    50     $1,098.60  No Sunday school 
8/29    41         837.97  No Sunday school  
9/05    43     $1,169.81  No Sunday school 
9/12    53                $1,304.21            $21.00 
9/19    56     $1,036.75          $38.65 
9/26    51     $1,739.97                  $21.72 
10/03    48     $2,241.62                  $15.08 
               
Christmas Offering:   $  50.00 
Week of Compassion:    $  25.00 
Pentecost:                        $  25.00 
Reconcilition:                   $  42.00 

 
Mission Statement 

Elkhart Christian Church is a family of faithful Christians actively 
caring for the needs of others; sharing our faith through worship, education, 
and outreach; and providing fellowship that represents Christ's love and 
presence in our community and our world.  Our mission is to nurture and 
prepare everyone God entrusts to us to become mature and dedicated 
Disciples for the glory of God. 
 

If you have information for the weekly church bulletin or monthly 
newsletter, or if you would like to have your birthday printed and it is not 
already on the list, please place it in the secretary's mailbox, email it to 
eccsecretary@iowatelecom.net or contact Mary Jo at the church office.  
(515) 367-5125.  
 
Note:  Elkhart Christian Church has a Website: 

 http://elkhart-christianchurch.com 
 

October Birthdays    November Birthdays  
02 Mable Conley    02 Russell Sandquist 
    Alan Brazelton    06 Mark Jamison  
    Scott Durrell          Mark Long  
    Julie Owen     07 Mark Birchmier  
03 Kathy Warrington    09 Bonnie Freel  
05 Nancy Owen                10 Leslie King 
     Nathan Dobson               13 Cole Thompson 
     Linda Brazelton               14 Laura Butler  
07 Jim Elmore                15 Tim Butler  
     Don Swartout               16 Charlotte Dawson 
08 Steve Albaugh                                              19 Barb Meeker 
09 Galen Freel                20 Sydney Anderson  
     Jay Mathis                21 Jayne Higginbottom  
     Renee Lamfers         Chad Martin   
     Dustin Bussanmas                                     23 Robert Ault   
     Kalven Owen    25 Richard Miller  
10 Tony Thompson    27 Bob Voshell  
     Ronald Cory          Shawn Romick 
11 Jill Reinke          Leslie Cory  
12 Gavin Cory     28 Theb Vogt 
13 Brandon Cory    29 Dorothy Mathis  
     Kristina Smith        Braedynn Batson  
14 Jacob Van Gorp 
15 David Spratt   
     Eric Bean 
16 Andy Hall 
18 Lane Hill  
20 Gloria Elmore  
22 Bill McLean  
     Donna Spratt 
     Brent Bean  
     Sharon Reinertson  
24 Mike Olesen 
25 Barb Angstead 
26 Ashley Owen 
27 Richard Higginbottom   
29 Maxine Owen  
     
     
     
 

 
 
 
 



Annual Fall Dinner and Quilt Drawing 
 This year’s Christian Women’s Fellowship dinner will be held on 
Saturday, October 16th, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., with a menu of roast beef, 
mashed potatoes, vegetables, salad, and pie.  As always, CWF members will 
making donations or making a pie.  Already, a good number are signed up to 
work together, with Sue Owen’s leadership. 
 Remind your friends and neighbors!  This is some of the best roast 
beef (and potatoes.  And pie.) you’ve ever tasted (but veteran attendees 
know that). 
 The quilt this year is a “Vintage Basket” pattern, in pastels, and has 
been made by Jean Bean.  Jean has made the annual quilt for a number of 
years now. 
 Donations are $1.00 for each quilt ticket, and the drawing will be 
made the day of the dinner.  You need not be present to attend. 
 

Transitions 
Many thanks have come to our Funeral Lunch Committee and all its 
participants and supporters.  This past month, ECC hosted two funeral 
lunches for friends of the church. 
Gretchen Aldrich  March 12, 1929 – August 13, 2010  
 Gretchen Aldrich, longtime Elkhart resident and former City Clerk of 
Elkhart, was buried in Elkhart, and we were able to host a lunch for her 
friends and family, many of whom are also friends of ECC. 
Dan J. Barrow  May 12, 1954 - Sep 9, 2010 
 Dan Barrow, grandson of Rev. and Mrs. Oscar Eugene Barrow 
(minister of ECC from 1938-1945 and 1971-1972), was brought from the 
place of his funeral service in Omaha all the way to Elkhart, and ECC served 
as a place of lunch and refreshment for family members who came to the 
graveside service in Elkhart.  Dan’s father, Oscar Eugene Barrow Jr., and his 
grandparents are buried here. 
 

ECC Alums Going to Seminary! 
They’ve Started Their Journey! 
 
 Brite Divinity School at TCU in Texas, and Lexington Theological 
Seminary (LTS) in Kentucky, have students that have started their journey for 
God in seminary this fall. 
 Some of you remember him as the blond little boy!  Brian Nixon is 
married now and his wife’s name is Stephanie.  They’ve both started 
seminary at Brite. 
 Douglass Anne Cartwright is also following her parents’ footsteps 
and is at Brite. 
 Amanda Sorenson, Brent Sorenson’s wife, is in the first class at LTS 
to be done totally “on line.” 
 Three of them spent some time at Elkhart Christian Church and 
would probably appreciate your support through prayer for their success. 

Annual  North Polk Area CROP Walk – 
Sunday, October 4 

 Please pray for the walk, the walkers, for generous donations, and 
for this year’s chairperson, Connie Passmore, one of our members at ECC. 
 And did you know?  Here are some Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) from the Church World Service website. 

 
What does CROP stand for? 

 When CROP began in 1947 (under the wing of Church World 
Service, which was founded in 1946), CROP was an acronym for the 
Christian Rural Overseas Program.  Its primary mission was to help Midwest 
farm families to share their grain with hungry neighbors in post-World War II 
Europe and Asia.  Today, rather than thinking of CROP primarily as an 
acronym, we retain it as the historic name of the program.  CROP Hunger 
Walks are interfaith hunger education and fundraising events sponsored by 
Church World Service and organized by CWS/CROP regional offices across 
the U.S. 

 
When was the first CROP Hunger Walk? 

On October 17, 1969, a thousand people in Bismarck, ND, walked in 
what may have been the first-ever CROP Hunger Walk—and raised $25,000 
to help stop hunger.  Several other CROP Hunger Walks occurred soon 
thereafter, and before long there were hundreds of CROP Hunger Walks 
each year in communities nationwide.  With its inception in 1969, CROP 
Hunger Walks are “viewed by many as the granddaddy of charity walks,” 
notes the Los Angeles Times (Oct. 26, 2009). 

 
How many CROP Hunger Walks are there? 

 Each year, well over 2,000 communities across the U.S. join in  more 
than 1,600 CROP Hunger Walks.  More than five million CROP Hunger 
Walkers have participated in more than 36,000 CROP Hunger Walks in the 
last two decades alone. 

 
Where do CROP Hunger Walk funds go? 

 CROP Hunger Walks help to support the overall ministry of Church 
World Service, especially grassroots, hunger-fighting development efforts 
around the world.  In addition, each local CROP Hunger Walk can choose to 
return up to 25 percent of the funds it raises to hunger-fighting programs in 
its own community. 
 CROP Hunger Walks help to provide food and water, as well as 
resources that empower people to meet their own needs.  From seeds and 
tools, to wells and water systems, to technical training and micro-enterprise 
loans, the key is people working together to identify their own development 
priorities, their strengths and their needs—something CWS has learned 
through some 64 years of working in partnership around the world. 

C How do CROP Hunger Walks help out here at home? 
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 This year CROP Hunger Walks will share almost $4 million with food 
banks, pantries, community gardens, and other local efforts across the U.S.  
This support is made possible when local CROP Hunger Walks choose our 
unique option of returning up to 25 percent of what their CROP Hunger Walk 
raises to hunger-fighting programs in their own community. 

 
ECC Booth at Disciples Network Gathering:  October 9, 2010 

(formerly known as Regional Assembly 2010) 
 The Regional Assembly will be held on Saturday, October 9, 2010 at 
the Christian Conference Center located just outside Newton, with the 
theme of Disciples Network. 

 ECC will host a food and crafts booth!  We will also be selling 
crafts that our members (and friends) have been making.  All proceeds return 
to Elkhart Christian Church, and proceeds from the baked goods donated will 
return to our Christian Women’s Fellowship. 
  All Upper Midwest Disciples are invited to this event, and 
attendance is free!  Come one, come all! 
 
 As we noted in September’s newsletter, here are some of the 
activities: 

 Workshops & demonstrations 
 Horse-drawn wagon rides 
 Tours of the Christian Conference Center grounds 
 Outdoor games & activities for adults, youth & children 
 Live music all day 
 Team Competitions (get your team together!) such as   

  these races: 
  Communion cup filling 
  Setting up & taking down chairs & tables 
  Lawn mower 
 Worship in the Outdoor Chapel 
 The annual Region-wide business meeting 

 

Help Us Fill Our Food “Pant”ry! 
 Our World Outreach Committee is teaming up with the Church 
School to work together on our Food Pantry ministry: 
 From now through January, 2011, our Sunday School classes will be 
collecting food items for our food pantry every Sunday in addition to their 
regular offering.  The Elkhart Christian Church is currently helping two 
families every month. 
      We encourage each student to look through their cupboards and pantry 
at home with the help of a parent.  Share anything that you have two  
 

or more of, or can give that hasn’t been opened.  Please check the expiration 
date!  Do not give food that has expired or will expire within the next month! 
 To make this fun, part of our opening time will be spent filling a pair 
of pants with all of the food that we have collected.  Our goal is to fill a pair of 
men’s pants every month.  If we fill it sooner than that, we have a spare pair 
to fill.  This food will be distributed with our monthly food pantry offering. 
 Thanks for helping us and others who need our help! 
 
Items needed most: Peanut butter 
   Crackers 
   Packaged meals 
   Toilet paper 
   Cereal 
   Canned fruits and vegetables 
   Cake/Brownie mixes 
   Tissues 
   Pasta 
   Fruit juices 
   Canned soups/soup mixes 
   Napkins 
 Any non-perishable food or paper item that your family uses every 
week is a good place to start. 
 
—Laura Butler 
Chair of World Outreach 

Colfax Flood— 
Thanks from Howard Street Christian Church 

By Bert Burns, member of Howard Street Christian Church (and 
Regional Minister of Camp and Conference Center Ministries.  AND spouse 
of former ECC pastor, Rev. Tom Burns.)  reprinted by permission. 
 
 Row, row, row your boat, gently down the stream.  As children, we 
learned to sing this song in a round or just for fun.  When the flood hit Colfax 
early last month [August], it was not fun and it definitely was not a stream.  
As you have all heard on the news, many families had several feet of water 
and lots of damage to their homes.  But there were “Bright” spots amidst all 
the debris and mess. 
  

Within hours, Week of Compassion had made contact, offered 
immediate emergency money and anything else they could do to help. The 
Howard Street Christian Church in Colfax sat within feet of the rising water, 
but on a small knoll, so that no water damage was sustained.  The church 
community did what it always does:  reached out to those in need.  The 
morning the river left its banks there were people in the kitchen, whipping up 
cinnamon rolls and preparing lunch for those volunteers who were moving  
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people out of their homes, sandbagging or rowing down the street to assist in 
any possible way. 
 
 With the addition of a large multi-use room two years ago, there is 
lots of space, so the church became the Red Cross Center and clothing, 
food, water and furniture started pouring in from all over the stateand even 
from out of state.  The response was immense and awe inspiring.  Meals 
were served morning, noon, and night. 
 
 Local churches and area DOC churches have kept on feeding the 
volunteers and victims to this date.  Next week, volunteers will come in from 
Kentucky and Michigan to help with the rebuilding process.  Furniture and 
household items have been moved to a building downtown, owned by a 
member of the church, and clothing items are being housed now at the 
Catholic Church in town.  The DOC trailer that was housed and used in the 
Cedar Rapids/Iowa City area during the floods of ‘08 is now in Colfax and 
being used to assist with tools in rebuilding/cleanup efforts. 
 
 The quick response and outpouring of love and support from the 
churches, region wide, has been such a comfort to those who needed it and 
will continue to need it in weeks to come.  This truly has been a showing of 
how following Jesus’ teaching of loving your neighbor, can be a blessing to 
us as well as to the "neighbor."  A large dose of Thank You goes out to all 
who lifted a hammer, cooked a meal, or said a prayer. 
 

CYF Starting Up this Fall! 
 
 7th through 12th grade youth group is starting this fall!  Please come 
to our first meeting Sunday, October 17th at 6:00 p.m.  Bring a friend and 
we’ll make plans for our year! 
 Snacks will be provided. 
 If you have any questions, ask Coral Sorenson. 
 
—Coral Sorenson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://globalministries.org/bulletin/pdfs/GM_Oct10_Mis
sionStory.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Caterpillar Dinner
ack in my Peace Corps days, I vowed to eat anything

offered in home hospitality, says Global Ministries volunteer,
Ann Nichols. This seemed especially important when the
invitation was from a family with limited resources who had
prepared food especially for the guests. I have eaten some
interesting things under that rule, but I had never before
been faced with a bowl of roasted caterpillars, and my own
vow. I did manage to get half of one down. Fortunately, I had
only put two on my plate.

This happened in Caroline’s home. She is a big-hearted Zambian woman I met
recently. She asked if I had visited in a Zambian home yet, and when I said I hadn't,
she invited me to her home. She came with a baby tied around her back in a colorful
cloth sling. We walked out of the compound, down the road, onto a dirt path
through a market, down more dirt roads, to another market where she bought some
local eggplants, onions, and the caterpillars. Mountains of caterpillars. As we walked
to Caroline's home I thought about trust – trust in God and trust in others. I knew I
would safely arrive at Caroline’s house, and that I would survive eating the
caterpillars. But I was to learn much more about trust from Caroline. 

Caroline and her husband have 3 children of their own, ages 1, 4, and 7, and they
feed, clothe, educate and support 12 orphans, none related to their family, in their
rented 2-room home. The orphans range in age from 2 to 16. I learned about a very
different level of trust from Caroline: that somehow the family would have
something to eat each day, that the school fees could be paid for every child, and that
they will somehow get by. Caroline explained that she was helped by others when she
was growing up, so that is why she is able to know everything is in God’s plan.
Caroline says that she lives by faith, and God has never let her down. I now try to
practice the kind of trust that Caroline lives by each and every day. 

Pray for a growing faith and trust like Caroline’s that makes our world a better place. 

Ann Nichols serves as a long-term volunteer with the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation
in Kitwe, Zambia teaching social work and leadership development.

You make the difference . . .
The prayers and help you provide through your local
congregations make possible the work and witness of GLOBAL
MINISTRIES, which is supported by Disciples Mission Fund of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Our Church’s
Wider Mission (OCWM) of the United Church of Christ.

W W W . G L O B A L M I N I S T R I E S . O R G

A story from your Global Ministries O CTOBER
2010

“…the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me. ”

G A L A T I A N S  2 : 2 0  

B

ANN NICHOLS 
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Chancel Choir:  8:00 am - September through May 
Sunday School:  1st Sunday after Labor Day until last Sunday before 

Memorial Day 
Gathering:  9:15 am-Sunday School Classes:9:30 am 
Worship Service   10:30 am 
Handchime Rehearsal:  4:00 pm – September through May 
Men’s Breakfast: 2nd Sunday of the month-Sept. through June: 7:30 am 
Fellowship: Immediately after worship 
 

Worship Attendance and Offering 

  Att.                 Offering                S.S. Offering 
8/22    50     $1,098.60  No Sunday school 
8/29    41         837.97  No Sunday school  
9/05    43     $1,169.81  No Sunday school 
9/12    53                $1,304.21            $21.00 
9/19    56     $1,036.75          $38.65 
9/26    51     $1,739.97                  $21.72 
10/03    48     $2,241.62                  $15.08 
               
Christmas Offering:   $  50.00 
Week of Compassion:    $  25.00 
Pentecost:                        $  25.00 
Reconcilition:                   $  42.00 

 
Mission Statement 

Elkhart Christian Church is a family of faithful Christians actively 
caring for the needs of others; sharing our faith through worship, education, 
and outreach; and providing fellowship that represents Christ's love and 
presence in our community and our world.  Our mission is to nurture and 
prepare everyone God entrusts to us to become mature and dedicated 
Disciples for the glory of God. 
 

If you have information for the weekly church bulletin or monthly 
newsletter, or if you would like to have your birthday printed and it is not 
already on the list, please place it in the secretary's mailbox, email it to 
eccsecretary@iowatelecom.net or contact Mary Jo at the church office.  
(515) 367-5125.  
 
Note:  Elkhart Christian Church has a Website: 

 http://elkhart-christianchurch.com 
 

October Birthdays    November Birthdays  
02 Mable Conley    02 Russell Sandquist 
    Alan Brazelton    06 Mark Jamison  
    Scott Durrell          Mark Long  
    Julie Owen     07 Mark Birchmier  
03 Kathy Warrington    09 Bonnie Freel  
05 Nancy Owen                10 Leslie King 
     Nathan Dobson               13 Cole Thompson 
     Linda Brazelton               14 Laura Butler  
07 Jim Elmore                15 Tim Butler  
     Don Swartout               16 Charlotte Dawson 
08 Steve Albaugh                                              19 Barb Meeker 
09 Galen Freel                20 Sydney Anderson  
     Jay Mathis                21 Jayne Higginbottom  
     Renee Lamfers         Chad Martin   
     Dustin Bussanmas                                     23 Robert Ault   
     Kalven Owen    25 Richard Miller  
10 Tony Thompson    27 Bob Voshell  
     Ronald Cory          Shawn Romick 
11 Jill Reinke          Leslie Cory  
12 Gavin Cory     28 Theb Vogt 
13 Brandon Cory    29 Dorothy Mathis  
     Kristina Smith        Braedynn Batson  
14 Jacob Van Gorp 
15 David Spratt   
     Eric Bean 
16 Andy Hall 
18 Lane Hill  
20 Gloria Elmore  
22 Bill McLean  
     Donna Spratt 
     Brent Bean  
     Sharon Reinertson  
24 Mike Olesen 
25 Barb Angstead 
26 Ashley Owen 
27 Richard Higginbottom   
29 Maxine Owen  
     
     
     
 

 
 
 
 






