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October 2012—Pastoral Thoughts 

 
 
 I was planning to write about voting, in this election season, 
but I find myself looking at the way the autumn sun slants through the 
trees, and the way the leaves are starting to turn. 
 We’ve had some cold nights lately, but some gentle days.  
This morning, a sparrow was inspecting the outside ledge over the 
door to my office, and I almost thought it was planning to build a nest.  
Just as I find myself thinking about Christmas during Easter, and 
Easter during Christmas, I find myself thinking about Spring during 
Fall. 
 I just seems like a different way of being surrounded by life.  
Maybe not new life, as I see the farmers harvesting the fields, and my 
neighbor taking apart her swimming pool.  But today, autumn is 
something of a “thin place” for me.  Every quiet ray of sun feels like 
God’s love. 
 I’ve been joking with many of you that I would be distracted 
this whole fall, with my daughter’s wedding coming up in October—
and that I would be distracted afterward.  And as you know, I’ve also 
been distracted by my father’s illness in the last couple of months. 
 But I have also been loved by so many of you, and by many 
colleagues, family, and other friends.  It may sound simple, but this 
feels like a season of acceptance, of receiving the kindness of God.  It 
comes through the light breeze in the sunshine, and through your care 
and prayer, and through the sense that God surrounds me. 
 And when you do vote, vote out of love—the love God has for 
every human being, and for the earth, and for its creatures, and for a 
world of healing and justice. 
 
      Blessings, 
      Anne 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Come and Worship 
Chancel Choir:  8:00 am - September through May 
Sunday School:  1st Sunday after Labor Day until last Sunday before 

Memorial Day 
Gathering:  9:15 am-Sunday School Classes:9:45 am 
Worship Service   9:30 am 
Handchime Rehearsal:  4:00 pm – September through May 
Fellowship: Immediately after worship 
 

Worship Attendance and Offering 
                  Offering                S.S. Offering 

09/02      $1,400.13 
09/09        1,147.00      12.75 
09/16         1,674.18        6.00 
09/23        1,483.00      10.00 
09/30        1,663.61      10.35 
10/07        1,653.31      19.50 
10/14           817.00        8.75 
     
Christmas Offering:     $    65.00 
Week of Compassion:  $    25.00  
Pentecost:                    $    30.00 
Reconciliation    $  117.00 

 
Mission Statement 

Elkhart Christian Church is a family of faithful Christians actively 
caring for the needs of others; sharing our faith through worship, education, 
and outreach; and providing fellowship that represents Christ's love and 
presence in our community and our world.  Our mission is to nurture and 
prepare everyone God entrusts to us to become mature and dedicated 
Disciples for the glory of God. 

If you have information for the weekly church bulletin or monthly 
newsletter, or if you would like to have your birthday printed and it is not 
already on the list, please place it in the secretary's mailbox, email it to 
eccsecretary@windstream.net or contact Mary Jo at the church office.  (515) 
367-5125. Please note new email address. 

Note:  Elkhart Christian Church has a Website: 

http://elkhart-christianchurch.com 

November Birthdays 
02 Russell Sandquist    13 Virginia McLean 
06 Mark Jamison         Pam Fitzgerald 
     Mark Long     15 Barb Kalsem 
07 Mark Birchmier         Nick Owen 
09 Bonnie Freel    16 John Hall 
 10 Leslie King    18 Linda Bussanmas  
13 Cole Thompson    20 Wayne Zimmer  
14 Laura Butler         Barb Lourens  
15 Tim Butler     21 Tom Brazelton 
16 Charlotte Dawson    22 Samuel Hill  
20 Sydney Anderson    23 Tom Ward  
21 Jayne Higginbottom        Kevin Gaulke  
     Chad Martin    25 Bill Spratt  
23 Robert Ault     26 Russ Franzen 
25 Richard Miller    27 Dennis Parmenter  
27 Bob Voshell         Myrna Anderson 
     Shawn Romick     Brayton 
     Leslie Cory     28 Karla Albaugh 
28 Theb Vogt     29 Tom Spratt 
29 Dorothy Mathis         Mary Campbell  
     Braedynn Batson    30 Randall Albaugh 
 
 
December Birthdays 
02 Jerry Sorenson 
03 Phyllis Cohee 
04 Pam Oldham 
06 Irline Capehart 
07 Megan Albaugh 
      Michael   
           Kaltenheuser 
08 Charles Campbell 
     Paul Sorenson 
     Mary Jo Ward 
10 John Owen 
     Joyce Russell 
     Jarod Rodriguez 
     Jacob Rodriguez 
11 Krista Long 
     Kelsey Olesen 
12 Deb Olesen 



Beggars Night at Elkhart Christian Church……………….. 
 Fall is here, farmers are harvesting and everyone at Elkhart Christian 
Church is working on plans for Beggars Night, which will be held Tuesday, 
October 30, need to be made!  The attendance at this event seems to get 
larger every year - I think because many have learned that it’s a great place 
and time for all “Beggars”  – big and little, young and not so young –  to warm 
up, have a hotdog and some goodies and enjoy all the games and activities 
available for all ages.  Bingo is a popular activity and may garner you a great 
prize from all that wonderful stuff left over from the white elephant table at the 
bazaar!!  Fellowship Hall will certainly be decorated and look “Halloween-y” 
and our in-church fun lady with the camera and printer to snap pictures and 
give to all the costumed ghosts and goblins will be in residence (a.k.a. Mary 
Jo Ward). 

Everyone is welcome from 6-8:00 p.m. on October 30!  Be sure to 
invite your neighbors and friends as we want this to be a community event!  It 
really is a fun evening and everyone can get a treat even if they don’t have a 
trick! 
 I would certainly appreciate any volunteers to help on Beggars 
Night.  I need folks to help with the activities and especially to help 
serve the hotdogs, drinks and other goodies.  Any donated baked 
goods, candy or other items would be most helpful and appreciated!!! 
 Thanks and I hope to see you Tuesday evening, October 30 at the 
church!!    Barb Kalsem, Chair - Membership/Evangelism Committee 

 
Thank You 

 Thank you to Elkhart Christian Church and members who sent cards 
and well wishes while I was in the hospital and at home recuperating.  I 
appreciated every thought and prayer very much.   
 Nancy Johnson 
 

New Chaplain at Culver-Stockton College 
Amanda Sorenson, Brent’s wife, accepted a job offer as the new 

Chaplain at Culver-Stockton College in Canton Missouri.  She started 
October 1st and is still completing her studies at Lexington Theological 
College through on line classes.  Once she completes her degree she will 
probably do some teaching.  Culver-Stockton is a 4 year college and was 
founded in 1853 by members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
web site: www.culver.edu.  Canton is by the Mississippi River and about 20 
miles from Quincy, IL and about 30 miles from Keokuk, IA.  In a town of 
about 2600 residents is Pastor Amanda, (Mandy) of the Christian Church, 
Pastor Amanda, of the Methodist Church, and now Amanda, Chaplain at 
Culver-Stockton! 

Brent is currently still working at his job in Lexington, KY but is 
looking for a job in the area so that he can move to Canton soon.   

Members of the Christian Church welcomed them to the community 
as soon as they drove the U-Haul truck up to the house with cherry bars and 
more food arrived over the next few days. 

They have rented a house and their address is:  600 Grant St. 
Canton, MO 63435.  You may read more at:  
http://www.culver.edu/publicrelations/ 

 
Regional News 

Fall Festival and Auction  
at the Christian Conference Center 

Saturday, October 27th, 2012, 10:00-5:00 
 
This will be a fun-filled day with games, hayrides, and lunch as 
well as helping raise funds for the Conference Center.  Check out 
your basement, attic and garage for anything that you would like 
to donate for auction!  Bakers and quilters get ready!  More 
specific information will be coming your way so… Keep your 
eyes open! 

 
More Regional News 

Luke 10: 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?” 

Upper Midwest Regional Annual All Congregational Gathering 
November 3, 2012 

West Des Moines Christian Church 4501 Mills Civic Parkway – West 
Des Moines, IA 50265 

 YOU are invited to gather with other Disciples throughout the Region 
for fun and fellowship!  Be a part of the dreams and visions of this Region.  
Your ideas are needed at the Congregational Gathering to brainstorm new 
ministries we can do together as a Region.  Identify, create and lead those 
ministries for the 2013 year.  YOUR congregation is needed to bring new 
ideas for the future! 
 For those items that require votes:  Each congregation in the Region 
is asked to send 2 designated lay voters, plus all clergy with Standing in this 
region may also vote.  Coral Sorenson and Tim Butler will be the voting 
members at the regional assembly representing our church. More people are 
still welcome to attend if anyone wants to go. 
 During our time together we will fellowship with a potluck lunch. 
Please bring an item to share around the table. 
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Registration is FREE!  Questions? Call the Regional office at 515-255-3168 
or email adeumw@gmail.com or cddumw@gmail.com 
 

 
Disciples News Service— 

A Small but Mighty (busy) Church 
 
Last Updated Sep 25, 2012 
 Three years ago First Christian Church in Weeping Water, 
Neb., was deciding whether or not to close.  They prayed together for 
100 days.  Today the church is a center of ministry for the small town 
in ways they never thought possible. 
 A few weeks ago the Disciples News Service posted a story 
about the work of a sister church, First Christian in Louisville, Neb., 
and mentioned the partnership with the Weeping Water church in 
addiction counseling and an ecumenical potato patch.  [Read more:  
http://www.disciples.org/DisciplesNewsService/tabid/58/itemId/1288/S
mall-but-mighty-busy-.aspx]  Well, Weeping Water has a small-
church-big-impact story of its own. 
 “On my first Sunday as pastor in 2005 we had eight for 
worship.  They had been dying for more than 50 years,” said Rev. Dr. 
James McReynolds.  “There are about 12 churches in the area, some 
with new buildings.  Most are fundamentalist and closed in nature.  
Nobody who lives in Weeping Water (population 1,000) was a 
member of the church.  When asked, ‘Why not witness in Weeping 
Water?’ the reply of church leaders was, ‘We don’t know anybody in 
Weeping Water.’” 
 McReynolds decided to give it his best with a new vision “to 
create an atmosphere where joy and miracles happen.”  He used that 
hook of joy when preaching about church.  He stressed a missionary 
model of ministry emphasizing the number of people coming in the 
door wasn’t as important as how many become life-long disciples. 

 “It has surely been a miracle,” McReynolds says.  “We were 
just one mission post in the larger Church.  When we got out of our 
self-absorbed ways, we started doing outreach.” 
 Now the church is involved with nursing homes and campus 
ministry at the Lincoln community college, opening the facility to 
support groups for the mentally ill and addictions, distributing food, 
clothing and teaching financial management and a thriving youth 
group. 

 “People started responding to Jesus’ ministry making 
professions of faith,” McReynolds said.  Many are very young, some 
freed from addictions, and some who have come to forgive churches 
that had hurt them deeply. 
 Interim Regional Minister Jim Gordon says, “If God can build a 
church in Weeping Water, God can build one anywhere.” 
 McReynolds responds, “Only our Lord knows how we will 
reflect our missionary responsibility to our town, our state and our 
denomination.  We are just doing what God has done through us.” 

 
Week of Compassion Update— 

Street Children in Serbia 
“We Don’t Have Time for That” 

 
 A little boy sits in his usual spot on a bustling city street in 
Belgrade, Serbia.  His hands outstretched and his voice droning a 
repetitious pleading tune, he waits for the occasional coin a passerby 
may reluctantly offer him. 
 This is no life for a child—especially not a deaf and mentally 
challenged child—who also happens to be Roma.  [Note:  the Roma 
were once known as “Gypsies,” a negative name to them.]  Harassed 
and physically harmed by one of the men in the neighborhood where 
he usually sat, the young boy would return to his temporary home 
each night bruised and scared.  He endured these attacks for weeks 
on end. 
 Until one day a volunteer from the Center for Youth 
Integration (CYI) named Marko found him.  Marko is a handsome 
young man in his 20s with a heart for street children.  Having grown 
up in Belgrade where there is a large Roma community, street 
children were not an uncommon sight for him.  He now serves as the 
Outreach Coordinator for CYI, spending a majority of his time in the 
field identifying and reaching out to Roma children.  In 2010, after 
much struggle and advocacy, the city authorities finally offered CYI a 
tiny space in New Belgrade.  Remarkably resourceful, CYI 
transformed the space into a Drop-In Center for street children and 
youth.  The very first week it opened 70 children came.  According to 
Marko, street children have such strong survival skills and social 
networks among themselves that word traveled incredibly fast.  “Kids 
on the streets always share with one another; they look out for each 
other.” 
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