
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Elkhart Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

 
November-December Newsletter 

 
252 N.W. Washington Ave. 

P.O. Box 97 
Elkhart, Iowa  50073 

515.367.5125 
 

www.elkhart-christianchurch.com 
 



December Birthdays    January Birthdays 
02 Jerry Sorenson    01 Tyler Albaugh 
03 Phyllis Cohee         Diane Stiles 
04 Pam Oldham    03 Della Hudson 
06 Irline Capehart         Julie Caswell 
07 Megan Albaugh        Jennifer Edler Ellison 
      Michael       06 Dodie Higginbottom 
           Kaltenheuser    08 Doug Oldham  
08 Charles Campbell    09 Perry Anderson  
     Paul Sorenson    10 Shari McLean Merten 
     Mary Jo Ward         Vera Cory  
10 John Owen     11 Kayelee Owen 
     Joyce Russell    12 Viola Struthers  
     Jarod Rodriguez    13 Sue Ann Foster  
     Jacob Rodriguez    14 Dave Durrell  
11 Krista Long    15 Jayma Sandquist  
     Kelsey Olesen    16 Carrie Hudson    
12 Deb Olesen              Gassman 
13 Virginia McLean    17 Randy Oxford  
     Pam Fitzgerald    21 Cathy Handley  
15 Barb Kalsem    22 Sue Mathis   
     Nick Owen     23 Lori Blair 
16 John Hall     25 Layne Mathis  
18 Linda Bussanmas         Amber Carney 
20 Wayne Zimmer         Sandra Gaulke 
     Barb Lourens    26 Jared Carney 
21 Tom Brazelton    27 Mary Smith  
22 Samuel Hill    28 Rhonda Elmore 
23 Tom Ward     29 Leland Cunningham 
     Kevin Gaulke    31 Sabrina Taylor  
25 Bill Spratt      
26 Russ Franzen      
27 Dennis Parmenter      
     Myrna Anderson Brayton      
28 Karla Albaugh      
29 Tom Spratt      
     Mary Campbell     
30 Randall Albaugh     
 

Come and Worship 
Chancel Choir:  8:00 am - September through May 
Sunday School:  1st Sunday after Labor Day until last Sunday before 

Memorial Day 
Gathering:  9:15 am-Sunday School Classes:9:30 am 
Worship Service   10:30 am 
Handchime Rehearsal:  4:00 pm – September through May 
Men’s Breakfast: 2nd Sunday of the month-Sept. through June: 7:30 am 
Fellowship: Immediately after worship 
 

Worship Attendance and Offering 
  Att.                 Offering                S.S. Offering 

10/9 46  $  18.25        $  1,538.80 
10/16 52  $  35.05        $     835.08 
10/23 74  $  22.52        $  1,633.80 
10/30 57  $  10.25         $  1,044.70 
11/6 56  $  23.50        $  1,454.19 
11/13 42  $  16.49        $     961.00 
11/20 68  $    9.23       $  2,730.07 
11/27 47  No S.S.        $  1,358.41 
12/4 61  $  11.53        $  1,688.75 
12/11 58  $  17.25        $  1,460.54 
12/18 88  $  13.60        $  1,904.90 
 
Christmas Offering:   $    354.00 
Week of Compassion:    $      45.00          
Pentecost:                    $      35.00   
Reconciliation:  $      50.00 
Thanksgiving:  $      72.00 

 
Mission Statement 

Elkhart Christian Church is a family of faithful Christians actively 
caring for the needs of others; sharing our faith through worship, education, 
and outreach; and providing fellowship that represents Christ's love and 
presence in our community and our world.  Our mission is to nurture and 
prepare everyone God entrusts to us to become mature and dedicated 
Disciples for the glory of God. 

If you have information for the weekly church bulletin or monthly 
newsletter, or if you would like to have your birthday printed and it is not 
already on the list, please place it in the secretary's mailbox, email it to 
eccsecretary@windstream.net or contact Mary Jo at the church office.  
(515) 367-5125. Please note new email address. 
 
Note:  Elkhart Christian Church has a Website: 

 http://elkhart-christianchurch.com 



Pastoral Thoughts 
 
 This has been a very active fall season at ECC.  The Harvest Bazaar 
and dinner looks to have been extremely successful.  Beggar’s Night saw 
twice as many people as stopped by the church last year (must be the 
hotdogs…or the free photos…or the Bingo prizes).  The CYF acted as 
greeters and presided at Communion on Youth Sunday at the end of 
October, and offered free Baby-sitting to parents in the Elkhart Community 
on an early November Saturday.  The 60’s-Plus group kicked off with a bang 
in October and November.  The Joyful Noise Chime Choir led a worship 
service at Ramsey Village.  We opened our doors to the Second Annual 
Elkhart Chili Cook-off, sponsored by the Elkhart Community Betterment 
Committee. 
 Now, as we look toward Advent and Christmas, a little quiet waiting 
and prayer would be welcome.  But as we all know, the season leading up to 
Christmas is seldom restful and quiet.  To contribute to your peace of heart 
and spirit, here are some Beatitudes (blessings) that were written by 
members of the congregation during the worship service on All Saints 
Sunday: 
  
Blessed are those who Believe! 
Blessed are those who love the Lord. 
Blessed are those who need. 
Blessed are the friendly and positive. 
Blessed are the ones who are kind to others and pray for others. 
Blessed are those who don’t carry grudges and can forgive. 
Blessed are those who treat others with love and respect. 
Blessed are the volunteers who help where there is need. 
Blessed are you who teach our children about our Loving God…year  

in and year out. 
Blessed are those who take on the responsibility of the offices of our 

church—Thank you and bless you each one… 
Blessed are you who quietly see to the needs around the church building to 

prepare for winter weather. 
Blessed are those who bless us with positive attitudes.  They are pure in 

heart.  They will see God. 
Blessed are the seekers. 
Blessed are you who gather in the name of the Lord for you will be filled. 
Blessed is my wife. 
Blessed are we—that the Lord is always here. 
Blessed are those who help themselves to help others. 
Blessed are they who are healthy as possible, and share and get love from 

the people in their lives. 
Blessed are those who pray in earnest—in silence—and in private, with no 

expectation of their prayers being heard other than by God. 
Blessed are those who have Jesus in their hearts, for they are indeed Saints. 
Blessed are you who provide the world with laughter and joy. 

Blessed are you who can love without judging and can laugh at your 
shortcomings with love and forgiveness. 

Blessed are they that live without anger and disgust. 
Blessed are they who are caregivers. 
Blessed are you who are here one and all;  
Blessed are you who call to see how I am when I am ill. 
Blessed are God’s children. 
Blessed are you who share your time and talents during Sunday School. 
Blessed are you who pray for others. 
Blessed are you who cherish every day like it is your last, and do for others 

every day. 
Blessed are all of us. 
Blessed are those who volunteer. 
Blessed are those who are blessed with children, grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren, and who have raised them in the name of God. 
Blessed are the youth; they are our future (and our present). 
Blessed are those who keep the roads clean so we will have safe travel. 
Blessed are those who are always positive and make us smile. 
Blessed are those who remember their neighbors and family. 
Blessed are those who help others in need, or receive help from others. 
Blessed are those who teach others or learn from others. 
Blessed are those who volunteer. 
Blessed are those who pray. 
     Peace in this Holy Season, 
     Anne 
 

Advent and Christmas Schedule 
Dec. 24, 7 p.m. 
           Christmas Eve worship service 
 
Dec. 25, 9:30 a.m. 
          Early Christmas Day worship service 
 
Jan. 1, 10:30 a.m. 
          New Year’s Day and First Sunday after Christmas worship service 
 

60 Plus Group 
The next meeting of the 60 Plus group will be on Thursday, 

January 12, 2012 @ 2:00 pm.   
 

Youth Group Activities 
The next meeting for the youth group will be on January 15- and the 
Youth Band will be meeting then as well. 
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Transitions 
 
Sandra Kay (Allen) Stober                      March 31, 1944—August 28, 2011 
Maxine L. Long                  May 11, 1920—October 11, 2011 
 

New Address 
Don and Vickie Swartout now have a new address, if you would like to 
send them a note! 
 
  300 Paradise Acres Road 
  Kalama, WA  98625 
 

Worship Cancellation Policy 
The following policy was adopted by ECC’s Board last year.  We’re 

publishing it again as a reminder: 
 
 If bad weather causes a cancellation of the Sunday worship service, 
we will still activate our phone tree—so those members and participants who 
are on the list will be called.  We will also notify TV Channels 5, 8, and 13, so 
that our cancellation will scroll on their notices. 
 Any time we find ourselves canceling a Sunday service, there will be 
a shorter version of the canceled worship service (with volunteers to serve at 
the table or as acolytes, etc.) on the following Wednesday, beginning at 7:00 
p.m.  Any regularly scheduled committee meeting or Board meeting would 
follow that service. 
 

New E911 Address 
 As the entire community of Elkhart has received new street 
addresses, please note our new physical address – 252 N.W. Washington 
Avenue.  However, our mailing address will remain the same – P.O. Box 97 – 
  

Fun on Beggars Night……………… 
We again opened the church for the community on Beggars Night – 

and it was a great success!  Thanks to Jill Reinke’s decorating abilities, 
Fellowship Hall was transformed! About 150 people enjoyed the food and 
goodies, hot chocolate, games and other activities – this was almost double 
the crowd from last year.  Another “thanks” to Jill Reinke who again provided 
hotdogs and buns – they are a very popular item!  Tom Ward did a quick “fix” 
on his popcorn machine and popped/served all the popcorn he had brought!   

 
A most popular item for the second year was the opportunity for our 

costumed guests to have their picture taken and receive a copy on the spot!  
Thanks to Mary Jo Ward for providing the equipment and her time for this 
activity – everyone loves it!  There was quite an array of wonderful costumes!  

 

As usual, lots of folks – young and not-so-young – participated in 
bingo and were very excited to be able to choose a prize from the white 
elephant tables which were left from the CWF bazaar.  Pastor Anne made a 
pretty good “Bingo Master”! 

Thanks to everyone who helped with this event – those who provided 
food and/or goodies, popcorn, games, decorations, their time and assistance; 
I have to especially thank Cathy Handley who worked tirelessly and did 
whatever it took in all areas!  

After using my broom to sweep out the crowd that didn’t want to 
leave we got Fellowship Hall and the kitchen back in shape and decided it 
had been a very successful night and that people see things are happening 
at Elkhart Christian Church! 

Thanks again to everyone who gave time and effort to make another 
Beggars Night a successful community event!!   
                 Barb Kalsem, Chair, Membership & Evangelism Committee 

 
Week of Compassion Update 

Time to Serve: Disciples Volunteering 
Offers Opportunities for 2012 

 
Josh Baird serves as Director of Disciples Volunteering.  Week of 

Compassion and Disciples Volunteering work in partnership to help Disciples 
respond to needs in communities recovering from disasters. Josh offers this 
update on three opportunities for mission in 2012. 

 
Disciples Volunteering, in partnership with Week of Compassion, 

local congregations and their Regional or Area ministries, is currently seeking 
Mission Teams for 2012.  As a ministry based on partnership and serving 
side-by-side with others, Disciples Volunteering develops relationships with 
community-based Long Term Recovery Committees and other local partners, 
supports local decisions, and organizes volunteers to assist in the recovery 
for as long as we can be of service.  Disciples Volunteering is in the midst of 
planning mission opportunities in three communities recovering from 
disaster, and invites you to explore ways you can volunteer with us in the 
upcoming year. 

 
Tuscaloosa, AL was among the numerous communities hit by a 

tornado in late April of this year.  The record-breaking outbreak wrought 
devastation across the south.  Disciples are coordinating their response 
through First Christian Church, Tuscaloosa and Cottondale Christian Church.  
Mission Teams are needed through much of 2012 to rebuild homes, build 
relationships, and be present as signs of hope in a community in need of 
rebuilding.  Tuscaloosa is also the location for Disciples Volunteering's 
Alternative Spring Break, Feb. 26 - Mar. 31.  The recovery in Tuscaloosa is 
only just beginning.  With a steady stream of Mission Teams, Disciples have 
the opportunity to make a lasting impact in the area. 
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Communities along the Gulf Coast continue to recover from the 

hurricanes of 2005 and 2008.  First Christian Church, Slidell, LA, is hosting 
Mission Teams for work in communities north and east of New Orleans.  
Through First Christian, teams are matched with Northshore Disaster 
Recovery, an ecumenical recovery group that has rebuilt nearly 13,000 
homes since late 2005.  Meanwhile, First Christian Church, Lake Charles, 
LA, offers the only fully operational recovery center in its parish and serves 
communities across southwest Louisiana.  Because so many other recovery 
groups have closed their doors in the parish, First Christian has inherited 
enough open cases of people seeking assistance to keep the recovery going 
for several more years. 

Disciples are also working behind the scenes and on the front lines 
in Joplin, MO, to prepare space and opportunities to help with the 
community's rebuilding effort.  When all of the pieces fall into place, Disciples 
Volunteering and Week of Compassion will extend the call to come and 
stand with the people of Joplin, serving as help is needed in their long-term 
recovery. 
 
For information on any of these opportunities to serve, please visit Disciples 
Volunteering on the web, email Brenda Tyler or Josh Baird, or call the 
Disciples Volunteering office at 1-888-346-2631. 
 
Week of Compassion is sharing resources and changing 
lives. Thank you for sharing your resources and helping to 
change lives. 
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The Gifts of Sharing Ideas
I  awaited the arrival of the group with excitement - it seemed 
a little like the anticipation of gifts at Christmas time! I always  
enjoy accompanying the groups that come to visit the Salvadoran 
Lutheran Church. When a group comes, there are many gifts, like 
the friendships that grow into hermandad, a Spanish word that 
means “partnership”, but that doesn’t catch the whole sense.  
Think of partnership, brotherhood, and sisterhood all mixed up 
in the same pupusa, a traditional Salvadoran food. In the same  
way that the pupusa contains beans, cheese, and ground pork  
all mashed together into a corn tortilla, hermandad contains  
different cultures, lifestyles, languages, and backgrounds all  
mashed together in a common faith and hope. 

A few weeks ago I was awaiting the arrival of some of the friends I had made  
in the Iglesia Misión Cristiana of Nicaragua. They were coming to meet with 
church leaders involved in similar mission projects. In both countries, as 
economic struggles rise, access to basic needs becomes more and more difficult, 
and the ability for families to provide their own food becomes more and more 
necessary. Churches in both countries have programs which aim to feed families 
in several communities by helping them grow their own food. The more each 
group shared with the other, the greater their excitement grew, and the more they 
helped solve their own challenges. At the end of the visit both groups had learned 
so much from each other. They committed to getting together again next year to 
advance and deepen their work, and hermandad. 

We pray that hermandad grows in our congregations as well as the inspiration of 
sharing in God’s love. 

Nicholas Green serves in El Salvador as a long-term volunteer with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of El Salvador.  He supports National Youth, with the Family and 
Gender Program of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of El Salvador, and also assists 
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Wider Mission (OCWM) of the United Church of Christ.
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“  As we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings,  
so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.”    

    I I  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 : 5  
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